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Haulſpold, to give them Meat in due Seaſon? 

Blefed is that Servant whom bis Lord «vben he comet i 
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| | DTT xxv. 21. e ng , 
HIS Lord [aid unto him, Well Jone, thou ny | and 
Faithful Servant ; thou haſt: been faithful over a few 
Things; I will make thee Ruler over ny Things : ; 
Enter thou into the Joy of thy Loro. {te 


HESE Words ace Part of a Parable fac 
ken by our bleſſed Saviour to bis Diſci- 
ples, when the Time of his Departure 
u from this World, and of his Aſcenſion 

to his Father began to draw near. 

The Defign of the Parable ſeems to be to ſet 
forth the different Demeariour- of thoſe, who bear 
the Name of the Servants of Chriſt, and receive 
valuable Betruſtments from him, in this World; 
and the ſuitable Difference he will make in his 
Treatment of them; when be ball come in bis Glo- 
ry, at the Day of Judgment, and all the holy Angels 
with him. It 7 ill then be found, that ſome: of the 
Servants of Chriſt have * improved the * 
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he delivered to them ; and theſe he will both com- 

end and reward : While others who have been 
his Servants by Vocation, external Profeſſion, and 
ſpeclal Defignation as well as they; will neverthe- 
leſs appear to have made an ill Uſe of their Lord's 
Goods ; or at leaſt not to have improved them to 
any valuable Purpoſe: And theſe he will cenſure 


as Wicked and Shthful,'and doom them to puter 


| Harkneſs, where ſhall be weeping and guaſbing of 


—_—. nl . | 
My Text contains the Words of our Lord to 
a Servant of the firſt Sort, who was able to give a 
ood and a joyful Account of himſelf, and of what 
t d--had delivered to him. Lord, ſays he, 


| 2975 deliveredſt unto me five Talents ; bebold, 7 5 


gained beſides them five Talents more. He humbly 
acknowleges that hg had improved nothing, but 
what he had received from Chriſt his Lord. Tho 
his Stock had been large, compar'd with that of his 
Fellow-Servants; yet it was not his own, but 
Chriſt's, Thine the Talents were, and thou ho- 
nouredſt me by committing them to my Truſt. And 
then he appeals to Chriſt as a Witneſs of his Dili- 
gence, Faithfulneſs and Succeſs in improving them; 
That as he had received much, ſo he had been 
careful to return the more ; and to make his Im- 
provements proportionable to his Receivings: 
Bebeld, I bave gained beſides them five Talents more. 
Nor is it a "fooliſh Confidence of Baaſting, but 
the Teſtimony of a'good Conſcience, that he had 
obtained Mercy io be faithful, which gives him 
this Boldneſs in the Day of Judgment; for Chriſt 


himſelf admits the Truth of his Account, and ap- 


plauds and rewards his Faithfulneſs and Diligence; 
ſaying unto him as in my Text, Vell done, thou. 
Hod and faithful Servant; thou baſt been faithful o 
ver a few Things, I will mate thee Ruler over mal 

1 wi $A N Things : 


Deſcribed and Rewarded. 1 


@bings : Enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. U 
N we mey obſerve this Doctrine, . 


That thoſe 4 of Chriſt, who have fe Fen. | 
improbed the Talents he delivered to them, 
 bighly b, and gloriouſty rewarded oy him. 


For che Illuſtration of this Truth, I. ſhall de 
four Things: vis. 
1. I ſhall conſider what may be meant by the 2 
lents delivered to the Servants of Chriſt. ; 
2. 1 ſhall ſhow, that it is Cbriſt who delivers theſe 
Talents 10 bis Servants. ' 
3. That thoſe Servants who improve them fairbflly, 
Mall be bigbly applauded. © And, 
4. That hoy Jhall be gloriouſly rewarded by bim. 


1. I am to conſider, what may be meant by . 
Talents delivered to the Servants of Cbriſt. 

And here I may ſay in general, That 
Thing improveable by them to the Honour of God, or 1 
ihe Good bf others, or of their own Souls is a Talent. 
It is a valuable Treaſure, which if the Fault be not 
their own, may become of ineſtimable Advantage to 
them; for as much as by a tight Ufe of it, they may 
be Jaying u inStore for themſelves a good Foundation a- 
gainſt theTime to come, that they may lay bold on eternal 
Life t. In this View we may conſider, the Endow- 
ments of their Minds; the Health &Strength&Vigour. 
of their Bodies; their worldly Enjoy ments, Eſtate, 
Education, Credit, Intereſt, Power, Preferments; 
the Word and. Otfdinances of God, and Motions 
of the good Spirit of Gtace; and all the Opportu- 
nicles, or even Occaſions of doing or * 
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ſpiritual Good; as ſo many Talents committed to 
thei Truſt. By a tight Uſe. of any of theſe, 
they may be doing acceptable Service to God; and 
by a Miimprovemeot,” at a bare Negle& of them, 
ey my incur the Guilt of Sloth and aan 
0 
How much then does it concern us all, to walk cir- 
cahs/Ab(7ly, © not as. Fools, but as Ni; fince there is 
bardly any Thing can occur to us /q indifferent in its 
own Nature,' but that it may miniſter au Occaſion of 
doing, what may tacommend us 10 be Favour, or ex- 
20 1 ro. the Diſpleaſure of God, and ſo may 'affett 
our eternal Ae It is juſt Natter ofRejoycing. 
tp cohſider, that the moſt Common of our outward 
joy ments may be ſo ordered, as to be of everlaſting 
Advadtage to os: That, our very Food and Drink 
may be received in ſuch a Manner, as that God will 
account himſelf glorified thereby. But then we 
have Reaſon ti ene, with Trembling, when we: 
ke a Proſpect of the Danger on the other Side: 
How that by any Miſimprovemeat of theſe Things, 
of only by neglecting to glorify God: with them, 
we ſhäll intur his Diſpleaſure, and, treaſure up 
Wrath to our ſelves. Since then we have ſuch an 
Ame and ſuch a Danger. continually before 
us; how tho'tful, and vigilant ought we always to 
ve 7 And what Manner of Perſons in all holy Con- 
verfation and Gadlineſs ? um if we con 
fider, what L'; am ta ſay, Le abotiks 1:1 


II. That it'is Crit who en to bis na: 
all the Talents hy are betruſt ed with. 


| - The Truth of this is fairly bioted.; in the Parable 
now before us; the * ficſt Verſe of which, I thiok, 
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* Ver. 14. 2 
ought 
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düghit to be read, not as in our Eogliſh Trandlatt- 
on, The Kingdon of Heaven is ; but, The S 
Man is as a Man travelling into a tar. Country, 
who called his own Servants, and delivered umb 
them his Goods: And unto one he gave five Ta- 
lents, to another two, ckc. ba. 
When our bleſſed Lord aſcended vp on high, he 


received Gifts for Men; had all e put under 


His Feet; and was made to be the Head over all 


Things to the Church f. The Adminiſtratiob 


therefore of the Kingdom of Providence and of 
Grace, is now in his Hand. So that we are to lock 
upon all the Abilities, Advantages, Occaſions and 
ORD we have of doing or receiving Good, 
as ſo many Talents committed to our Truſt by biw, 
who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
from all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a.pecu- 
liar People, zealous of good Works + : By him, Who 
will call us to an Account in the great Day of Rec- 
koning, and be our Judge to determine our evet- 
laſting State, according as we have made a good'or 
bad Uſe of theſe Talents of Truſt and Confidence 
repoled in . 


| Reer „ 1498 

Let us then conſider ſeriouſiy with 'what Strifineſs 
end Exattneſs, and tender Reſentments, we may well 
expect be will take an Account of the Number and the 
Nature and the Degree of the good Things which be 
bimſelf bath committed to us. ---- As he was the 
Beſtower of them, he cannot but know exactly 
what they were. And as they were Part of the 
Purchaſe of his Blood, and of the Reward of his Obe- 
dience unto Death, and were committed by him to 
us as Marks of Honour and Confidence, to be im- 
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proved for our eternal Benefit; he cannot hut be 
moſt tenderly affected with theUſe we make of them. 
With whatPleaſure & Satisfaction muſt he look upon 
us, if we faithfully improve them to the bleſſed 
Purpoſes for which he purchas'd & beſtowed them. 
And with what Indignation, if we neglect them as 
Thiogs not worthy of our Notice or Improvement? 


9 The Conſidiration of theſe Things ſhould be a moſt 


powerful and prevailing Argument with every one of 


4s to inquire frequently with great Care andSollicitude, 
In bis own State and Circuriſtances ; that be may 
{know what is bis, Duty, and what art the Expectati- 
ons of bis Lord from bim. Without ſuch an In- 
quiryz we ſhall either not know, or at leaſt 
not conſider what Talents Chriſt hath delivered 
to us. Andſo far as we are ignorant or tho'tleſs 
of this, it is certain we ſhall be {careleſs and 
MAothful and wicked Servants; and have but 


a wretched Account to give up to our Maſter 


at the Day of Reckoning. And as our Circumſtan- 
ces ate often varying, ſo our Opportunities and Ad- 
vantages for doing Honour to God, and Service to 
our Generation, are often changing with them, 
which makes it needful that our Inquiries ſhonld be 
frequent: And very ſollicitous we have all the 
Reaſon in the World to be, to obtain a good Under- 
ſtanding in theſe Things; becauſe our Uſefulneſs in 
this World, and our Happineſs in the next,ſo much 
depend upon our Knowledge of them; and becauſe 
our Lord himſelf will take ſuch Jan exact Account 
of his gn Gifts, as well as of our Imptovements. 
Let us then be perſwaded to inquire: frequently 
and with great Attention ; what Services for Gad 
and our Generation the natural Abilities which our 
Lord hath given vs, render us moſt fit for ? An 
Inquiry this, of great Importance to ſach as (like 
| mary 


a B. >. n 5 


Dae S 


many of you) have their Courſe, of Life yet to 
chooſe ; that they may determine upon ſuch a one, 
as they will be mot likely to act in with Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction to themſelves, ' and Uſefulneſs to 
others. 8 Gy 
Again, Let us inquire, whatDuties God calls us to 
from time to time in his Providence; by preſenting 
Opportunities & Advantages, & laying Inducements 
before us? What Opportunities and Occaſions ariſe 
out. of our preſent State of Life, to teſtify our Fear 
of God, and Regarg to his Servants? What to be 
etting Good to our ſelves now, and what to be 
ying a Foundation for Uſefulneſs to others 'here- 
after? What Benefits or Advantages are derived 
to us from the reſpective Relations or Capacities in 
which we are placed ? What Incitements to a vi- 
2 Application ariſe from our outwardCircum- 
ces, and future Hopes and Proſpects? In fine, 
and above all, how many ſpiritual Advantages we 
enjoy in common with our Fellow-Servants by the 
external Means of Grace ? And how many pecu- 
liar to our ſelves by the inward Convictions, Re- 
ſtraints, Aſſiſtances of that good Spirit which our 
departed Lord ſendeth to us? * By frequent In- 
uiries of this ſort, we ſhall become more and more 
nſible what Talents our Lord is committing to our 
Truſt ; and of conſequence what we have to Im- 
ove here, and what to Account. for hereafter. 
And a ſerious Conſideration of theſe Things will 
have a happy Tendency to work us up to a fer- 
vout of Spicit in the Service of our Lord, and fo 
repare us for thoſe Applauſes and Rewards which 
the Good and Faithful may expect from him. 
And ſo it may do alſo, to remember them who 
bave bad the Rule over us, who bave ſpoken unto us 
the Word of God, and whrſe Faith it concerns us #0 


fellow, conſidering th F their Converſaticn. + 


For 
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5 AA failtful Swoant of CHRIST. 


For every Bopgfit wg have had Opportunity to re- 
ceive by their Means, qught to be benen by 


3 La e which we muſt give an Account of to 
Chri E 


ſt at his ſecond Coming. And all their Abili- 
ties and Opportunities to do Service to us or others: 
And their Fidelity in improving them, ought 
thankfully to be acknowledged to the Honour o 


wy io Mar other 


is Head over all Thiqgs to the Church; 
$450 90h ſuch Gi 1 7 Men, Fg 15 ſerfectin 
F the Saints, for the Work of the Miniftry,” for 11 
Auk of the Body of Chriſt. K * 7 4 1 
And this brings me to pay Part of thar Tribute 
which is due to the Memory of our late Reverend 
and e Prefident, who may juſtiy be conſidet- 
ed, if, we eompare his Opportunities and Abilities 
together, as one of thoſe Servants whom aur Lord 
honours with the Care of five Talents, a large Stock 
in compariſon of what is truſted with many others. 
. He had his Education in this Houſe, where 1 
W Flattery it may be ſaid, that thoſe 
the are diſpoſed wiſely to improve them, enjoy at 
leaſt as many Advantages to accompliſh. themſelves 
for the Service af their Generation, as are to be 
met with in our own Country. When he pro- 
ceeded to ſettle in the Goſpel Miniſtry, the Holy 
Ghoſt made him Overſeer of a numerous Flock in 
the Metropolis of the Province, in the r 
of whoſe Affections he was bleſſed with à very 
great Inrereſt. And as this gave him a ſingular 
Advantage to promote the Good of their Souls; 
ſo it evidences the Truth of their Cbriſtian Self- 
denial and publick Spirit (which ought always to 
be remembted, and ſpoken of with Honour) in 
Conſenting to the Removal of One ſo deat to them, 
to what they apprehended a Station of more gene- 


= 


Cond 


ral Uſefulneſs and. Service.. And fo at length by: 
the dovereign Diſpoſal of our. aſcended Lord, he 


Was 


ene aud Rewarded. . 9 


was ſet at the Head of this Society, za pbeſg Wel- 
fare and Proſperity, both the civil and religious 
Intereſts of the People of God i 1 Fey 1 ate ſo 
much concerned, that hard] Place can be 
tho't of, in whicha Servant oth Eben hath Oppot- 
tunity to be a more extenſive BI effing. 

And to render him ſuch, 2 one in every Station, | 
the glorious Head of the Church had given him a | 
very capacious and faithful Memory, a ſound Un- 

derſtanding, a char Apprehenſion, and an uncom- 
mon Faculty of making teligious Truths plain to 
the meaneft Gele F But to crown all, ou 
er be kale of thi had taken an early Poſſeffon 5 
of the Heart of this his' Servant for himſelf ; had 
impteſſed it with a moſt affoctſonate Concern tht the 
Souls of Men, and had given bim an indefatiga- 
ble Spirit to purſye their Intereſts. 

Theſe ate ſome of the Talents with which our 
bleſſed Lord betruſted his deceaſed Servant. But 
how diligently and' faithfully he occupied them 1 
ſhall have a more proper Occaſion to tay under 2- 
nother Head. L muſt now N therefore to fiy, 


IH. That bei Servants of Chriſt who' Bave faith- 
fully improved 45 alents he nd to them, e. 


be bighly applauded by bim. * 


"And here I ſhall ende van two Things; viz. 

1. 70 deſcribe the faithful Servants. of WN or 
ſbem, what Manner of Perſons they are who fairbfully 
improve the Talents be bath delivered to them. And 

2. To prove the Truth of the Propoſition ; or ſbi W,, 

t bat nd i, * be highly Allard 102 bim. 


52 n then, 8 

5 . Who is the aithful Servant if *I ? What * 

2 bi Chara er Or what Manner of A is the 
Man 


as | L 2 
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16 4 failbful Servant of CHRIST, 
ly improves the Talents which ri 


Man who faithful 
bath delivered to bim Y 
Io which 1 may ſay, | 
1. That de is one whoſe Heart is full of Affection 
and Devotion to bis Maſter. He confiders that he 
is pot his own, but is bought with a Price: and 
that not of corruptible Things, as Silver and Gold; 
bot with the precious Blood of Chriſt. And there- 
fore he loves the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, 
who hath firſt loved him, and given himſelf an Of- 
feriog and à Sacrifice to God for him. If other 
Lords have had Dominion over him, the faithful 
Servant of Chriſt heartily repents his paſt Subjec- 
tion, to them. He renounces the Service of the 
Fleſh, the World and the Devil; breaks theirBands- 
aſunder, and caſts theirCords away from him. He 
unfeignedly « acknowleges the Right of Chriſt to 
rule 248 and devotes him elf entirely and 
forever to his Service ; ſaying as in Pſalm/cxvi. 
16, Ob Lord, truly I am thy Servant, I am thy Ser- 
vant, and the Son of thine Handmaid. Thy Servant 
who is devoted to thy Fear, Pſalm cxix. 38. J 
From this Spirit af Affection and Devotion to 
him, the faithful Servant of Chriſt becomes highly 
concerned for his Maſter's Intereſt and Honour, 
ſollicitous above all Things, that whether preſent 
or abſent, he may be accepted of him; and he can 
take no reſt under the leaſt Senſe or Doubt of his 
Diſpleaſure. It is his earneſt Defire and Study ta 
know the Will of Chriſt in the utmoſt Latitude of 
it, and eſpecially with Reſpe& to the Duties of 
his own Station in particular, His 1 is, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And his fer- 
vent Prayer, Teach me thy Statutes. I am thy Ser- 
2ant.give meUnderflanding that I may know thy Tefti= 
monies. And it is his fixed Reſolution (through 
Chriſt ſtrengthening him)carefully to — 
33 de ver 
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 bedient,' and unto every good Work repro 


Deſcribed. and Rewarded, N 
ſvever he does know, or ſhall Know to be his Duty 
Without ſuch a Temper of Mind as this, no Man 
will faithfully improve the Talents which Chriſt 
hath delivered to him, but will be 1 difo- 

ate. 3 

2. A faithful Servant of Chriſt is one who endea- 
vours to extend bis Obedience to the whole Co 8 
bis Duty. It is not Faithfulneſs, but ſome other and 
ſome unworthy Principle which actuates the Man, 
who pretends a Zeal for Chriſt in ſome Points of 
Duty, and yet is knowingly Remiſs and Negli- 
gent in others: Such a Man /eeks bis own, not the 
Things which are Feſus Chriſt's. For a ſincere Re- 
gard to the Intereſt and Honour and Will of 
Chriſt, muſt be operative and influencial n one In- 
ſtance as well as in another. And therefore, tho? 
the faithful Servant of Chriſt, thro' humane Infir- 
mity, offends and falls ſhort of his Duty in many 
Things, yet it is his Grief and Lamentation that 
he does fo, and be always labours fervently tbat be 
may ſtand perfect and compleat in all the Will of Gad. 
And then only will be not be aſbamed, when be bath. 
a Reſpact unto all bis Commandments, © ' © 
3. The faithful Servant of Chriſt is peculiarly mind- 


ful of the Duties of the Station. and Relations in 


which bis Lord bath ſit him. Theſe are emphati- 
cally his own Buſineſs and be ſtudies to do it, Lays - 
always tho'rful of that Precept, 1 Cor. vii. 17. 

God bath diftributed to every Man, as the Lord bath call. 
ed every one, ſo let him walk. And for the ſame Rea» 
ſon, he will alſo carefully lay hold of every Oppor- 
tunity, Adyantage or Occafion ariſing from theCir- 
cumſtances in which his Lord ſhall at any Time 
place him, to promote his' Maſter's Intereſt 'and 


Honour, get good to his own Sou), or do good to 


others. For he looks upon every Opportunity and 
Advantage For theſe Things, as a Call from Chriſt 
1 ; 3 to 
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to ariſe and do them. And he thinks it impoſſible 
for any Man to be a faithful Servant of Chtiſt, and 
yet regardleſs of his Maſter's Calls to Duty. 
4- The fan bſul Servant of Chrift is @ diligent and 
laborious Sorvamti. . He 'abhors. the Character, and. 
dreads the Curſe of him, who doeth the Work of 
the Lord negligentiy. And therefore whatſoevet 
his Hand findeth to de, he doth it with his Might. 
He is not ſlothful in Buſineſs ; but fervent in Spirit 
i of Patience . Te ſignatios to bis: 
Maſter's Will under all the Affliftions with which h 
zbinks fit in his boly Providence 30 exerciſe him. The 
faithful Servant of Chriſt don't conſider Affliction 
as comings forth ont of the Duſt, or Trouble as 
ſpringing out of the Ground; but as ſent by him, 
who is given of God to be Head over all Things 
to the Church; by him who loved the Church, 
and gave himſelf for it: who therefore cannot be 
ſuppoſed to aſſſict willingly, or grieve. any of his 
fanhful Servants, whom he hath. redeemed with his 
Blaod; but rathet to chaſten them for their Profit, that 


they may be Partakers of his Holineſs. That there- 


fore, tho no Chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to 
be joyous but grie vous; nevertheleſs, afterward it 


yieldeth the peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs, un- 


to them that are exerciſed thereby. Upon which 
Account he conſiders every Fight of Affſiction as a 


Talent, the right Improvement of which, will work 
for him a far more exceeding, and eternal Weight 


of Glory. And this may well make him patient in 
Tribulation. For he reckons that the Sufferings of 
the preſent Time are not worthy to be compared 
with the Gloty which ſhall be revealed in us. 


Moreover, The faithful Servant of Chriſt looks | 


unto Jeſus-the- Author and finiſher of his Faith; 


who for the Joy that was ſet before him, e 5 
the 
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the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and is ſet dowm ar' 
the right hand of Fo Throne of God. And con- 
ſidering him that endured ſuch ContradiQtion of 
Sinners againſt himſelf ; and alſo, that Chriſt ſafs. 
fered for us, wing 4 us an Bxampte that we ſhould- 
follow his Steps; ; he is not wearied, neither doth he 
faint in his Mind; but is ready to de -himſaif,. 
and take up his Crefs, and fellow his Maſter, hot 
thinking any Thing tod much to ſuffer from 4 
Senfe of Gratitude, nd a —_ of Love and 
subjection ro him, who his own ſelf bear our Sins. 
in his'own'Body on the Tree, and hath redeemed 
vs from the Curſe of the Law, being made a Con 
PLL” © 

In fiche, The Faithful Servant of Chriſt is pare. 
ſwaded, that it is only if need be, that he is now in 
Heavineſs for a Seaſbh thre? manifold Temptations. 
He Cari tru ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Pſalm cxix. 5. 
I know, O Lord, that thy 7 ents ave vight, and 
that thou in Faithfulneſs bat afflifted me. And thero= 
fore inſtead of murmuring at his Maſter, or 
ing his Pellow-Servants, who ſeem thro” lefs Tribu- 
lation than he, to be entring into the Kingdom of 
God ; he kiſſes the Rod, and bleſſes him that ap- 
pointed it; knowing that Tribulation worketh Pa= 
tierice ; and Patience, Experience ; and Experience, 
Hope ; and Hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe 
the Love of God is ſhed abroad in his Heart, * 
che Holy Ghoſt which is given unto him. 


6. Me faithful Servant of Chrif perſevores' i in _ 
Duty with an unbroken Reſolution as long as be lives. 
He remembers the Faithtulneſs of his bleſſed: Lord 
to the Intereſt of miſerable Sinners, when for theic 
Sakes, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient 
ynto Death, even the Death of the Croſs, He re- 
members that one great End of this was, that we 

being 
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being delivered out of the Hands of our Enemies, 
might. ſerve him without Fear, in Holineſs an 
Righteouſneſs before him, all the Days of our Life. 
He conſiders that his Lord hath promiſed to render 
eternal Life, only to them, who ſeek for, Glory, 
and, Honour, and Immortality, by patient Continu- 
ance in Mell. doing; But that, if any Man draw 
back, his Soul will have no Pleaſure in him. And 
upon ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, the faithful Ser- 
vant of Chriſt can ſay, I have inclined. mine Heart 
o perform thy Statutes alway even unto the End, I 
haus ſworn, and I will perform it, tbat I will keep tby 
righteous 4 N All ibe while my Breath is in 
me, and the Spirit of God is in my Noftrils, I will not 
forget thee, neitber will I deal falſly in thy Covenant. 
My. Heart ſball not turn back, nor my Steps decline 
from thy Ways. And having once framed ſuch ho- 
ly and vigorous Relolutions, he earneſtly endea- 
vours to hold them faſt ; and tbrougb tbe Supply of 
the Spirit of Feſus Chriſt. ; he becomes Sedfaſt, Un- 
moveable, always abounding in the Vert of the Lord. 
But theſe Things may ſuffice for the main Strokes 
in the Charactet of the faithful Servants of Chriſt. 
It only remains under chis Head, that I proceed to 


; _ That ſuch Servants. as theſe, ſhall be bigbly ap- 
Mauded by their Maſter. He knoweth all Things, 
he knoweth that they love him. He knows their 
Works, their Labour, and their Patience. He looks 
down from Heaven with Approbation and Pleaſure 
upon them now. And he is not um ighteous, 
to forget their Work, and Labour of Love, which 
they have ſhewed to his Name: But when he ſhall 
come in his Gloty, and all the holy Angels with 
him, and ſhall fic upon the Throne of his Glory, 
he will call them good and faithful Servants, the 
bleſſed of his Father; he will apptove & * 7 
1 8 x eir 2 
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their Faithfolgets ind Obedience, and publik 
Foie 4 evecltting no ur, their did op charits 
Works i reſence of 195 whole Aſſembl 


him at 25 Day Boy I was a1 5: af _ 

gave me Meat, was thirfty and 77 gave . 

File iſe, 7 gur, and Glory at tbe FE: 
ad not only ſo, "But 461 am to 

Their. Rewa ard hereafter ſhalt be 
than VI 2) provements have been'! off, 
ex. ſhall be 975 Roc over many Things, and ſhall 
5 75 th 775 75% if zh eir Lord. 


of Sfen an 150 who ſhall he g Metec desc 
&c. Thus 1 0 Faithfulneſs al 1 fo 

— I — hb ghia rewardid by 35 hip 725 
1 40 eve i e ha 
my zh be Las t 6 377 many THe! 


1 the Nia of arthl Pricdtes- 
Far. as they, if 55 be g oof and wiſe, will advanc 
thoſe Servants to hi; nA, Offices, whom they Ha 
found faithful in LS ſo will Chiift do alſo, H 
will make all his faithful Servagts Kings & Prieft 
unto God, & hisFather. He will give them aCro! 
of Righteouſgels. He will grant to them to fit 
with him in his Throne; and to ihherit the Kibg- 
dom prepared for them from the Foundation of 
ihe World +. What a Dif] proportion is here be- 
tween the Work and the Rewerd ot a faithful Ser- 
vant ? He is faithful over a few T hings, and he is 
rewarded for it with a Crown, a Throne, a King- 
dom ! Vetily, Not by Works of Righteouſneſs 
which we have done; but according to his Mercy 


he ſaves and rewards us ! | 
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2. They ſhall enter into the Joy of their. Lord 
Sorrow & Sighipg ſhall now flee away for ever, ati 
all Tears ſhall be wiped from their Eyes. All the 
Springs of Joy and Gladneſs ſhall be opened unto 
them ; for they ſhall ſee God Pace to Pace, & ſhall 
be made like unto him by ſeeing him as he is. In 
nis Preſence they ſhall find their Joys to be full, 
and theic Pleaſures everlaſting. 'Then ſhall be ve- 
rified that Word of their Lord, the Glory which 
thou gaveſt me, I have given them. Father, I will 
that they alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with 
me, where I am, that they , may behold my Glory 
which thou haſt given me. And that bebolding 
cannot mean a meerly contemplative, but a fruitive 
Intuition. If /o be that we ſuffer with him, that we 
may be alſa glorified together, Rom. viii. 17. 2 
I might now proceed to infer from what you 
have heard, How bleſſed a Thing it is to be a 
faithful Servant of Chriſt ? How eaſily we may ac- 
count for it, why our Lord ſufers his moſt faith- 
ful Servants to undergo ſo much Tribulation in this 
World? How unreaſonable it would be, either to 
forſake the Service of ſuch a Maſter, or to go on 
dejectedly in it, becauſe of the Difficulties which 
may ſometimes attend it? How fooliſh and wicked 
a Thing it is to refuſe this Service, or deſpiſe thoſe 
who are faithful in it ; or to do any thing which 
may tend to render the Labours of any faithful Ser- 
vant of Chriſt leſs ſucceſsfol, than otherwiſe they 
might have been? In fine, How much the Condi- 
tion of the Generality of Mankind is to be lament- 
ed, who inſtead of devoting themſelves to the Ser- 
vice of Chriſt, make themſelves Slaves to the- worſt 
of Maſters ? But theſe, and many other uſeful Re- 
fle ctions, which might be made upon what hath been 
diſcourſed at this Time, I muſt leave to be enlarged 
upon in your private Meditations ; and may only 
add, | | That 
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Wat from the Deſcription which bath been given of 
a good ond faithful Servant, I think we may well con- 
clude, that the Servant of Cbriſt lately taken from our 
Head was ſuch a one. Indeed his Character hath 
been already drawn ſo well, by much better Hands 
than mine, that there is noOccaſion for my attempt- 
ing that. 1 ſhall therefore only go on to obſerve 
ſuch Things concerning him, as my Subject natu- 
rally leads me to conſider. W 
Under a former Head we have taken a View of 
ſome of thoſe Talents which his Lord delivered to 
him; and here we may turn our Thoughts with 
Pleaſure and Advantage upon his Faithfuloeſs in 
improving them to his Maſter's Honour, and the 
Service of his Generation. 3 
If we conſider, how ſhart a Time he ſpent in this 
Society when a young Man, in Compariſon of what 
many have done of later Tears; how long he was 
removed from it ; what weighty Cares were upon 
him,” duripg the Time of his Removal; and yet 
when he returned to it, what a conſiderable, Ac- 
quaintance he retained with the learnedLanguages, 
and other Parts of Learning alſo, according to the 


1 


State of them with us in his younger Time; and 


how laudably, and to what general Acceptance he 
preſided at the firſt anniverſary Solemnity after his 
Return, before he began to be broken with bodily 
Pains and Weakneſs ; we may very reaſonably 
conclude, that he faithfully improved the Advan- 
tage of an academical Education by hard Study in 
Ao | ? | 
Again, How diligent, how conſtagt, how. labori- 
ous he was in the Diſcharge of all the Duties of 
the paſtoral Office while he ſtood in that Relation, | 
you have already been informed by thoſe who had 
ſufficient Opportunity to obſerve that Part of his 
Life and Charater,  . 
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to tis Will under ſore l of {long on» 
ti oe: nce.;, of his tender Concern for 1 he ed | 
his Societ and the beſt Good of 4 it's Mem- 
* aud of his unwearied Application 3 all th e 
Die of his Office, in which he always ſeemed to, 
to the utmoſt of his Ability, and man e 
9 beyond it. Sure I am, that fame of us have, 
t whole Days ia the Buſineſs of. this ociety 
1 him, when it bach been a continual 055 
to us to ſee that he could take ng Reſt in wy, 
Pol ure, by Reaſon of his diftreffing 1 Pains ; 
yet have not heard one Complaint come our 85 
Mauth, nor obſerved any Token of his being 911 | 
poſed to have the Buſineſs! of the Day hurried 0. 
ver; but as long as there was aby Buſineſs to be. 
done, or any. Day left to do it in, be bath always. 
appeared as willing and patient, 4 as thoſe who were, 
moſt at Eaſe and in Health, to arrend upon, it. 
And ſo he continued without Yong" in his Mind, | 
faithful to the Death, 7 


And now, w ma ver) well refreſh our ſely 
with the Thought, chat the Applauſes & 5 
900 20 v5 and faithful Servant are Nec js Por- 
nheritay Ice forever. And getagt that * 
oY SY 0 95 ma flothful; but e of, him, 
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